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56th Season

The 2019-20 season sees Harry Bradford join Thames 
Philharmonic Choir as Music Director. Harry, who has 
already established a reputation for choral conducting 
with Genesis Sixteen and at Cambridge University, follows 
in the footsteps of the Choir’s founding Artistic Director, 
John Bate, under whom the Choir has earned an enviable 
reputation for musical excellence and for the pleasure it 
brings to audiences, members and fellow musicians alike. 

The membership covers a range of age groups, and the 
combination of high standards and friendliness ensures 
a regular intake of good singers. Repertoire ranges over 
sacred and secular music from the Renaissance to the 
present day, including the large-scale choral-orchestral 
classics. The Choir performs locally, in central London, 
and elsewhere in the UK and Europe.

Founded in 1964, Putney Bach Choir and Richmond Choral 
Society were soon performing together, then becoming 
the John Bate Choir in 1975. The Choir’s present name 
was adopted in 1995.

What the critics say:
Bernstein’s austere dissonances pitched with 
enviable accuracy, syncopations tossed around with 
choreographed fluency . .  extended silence at the end of 
the Barber left the audience spell-bound . .  deeply moving, 
committed and intense Mozart . . John Bate’s magisterial 
direction.
Bernstein, Barber & Mozart - Cadogan Hall  
March 2018  

A celebration of English music … marked the passing of an 
era on 15th June with Artistic Director John Bate’s farewell 
concert with the Thames Philharmonic Choir, which he 
founded 55 years ago...The Mayors (or Deputy Mayor) 
of all three London boroughs served by the Thames 
Philharmonic were also present to mark this very special 
occasion in the historic setting of All Saints’, Kingston 
upon Thames, where Saxon kings were crowned and 

‘where England began’...
English music and Gershwin - All Saints’ Kingston  
June 2019

Honorary President
               Kathryn Harries Hon DMus
Founder and Honorary Vice President 
 John Bate MA BMus FRCO GTCL Hon FTCL
Music Director 
 Harry Bradford BA(Cantab) DipABRSM
Rehearsal Accompanist 
 James Orford  BMus ARCO DipABRSM
Honorary Secretary
 Sylvia Walker 020 8979 4355  07818 648408
               secretary@thamesphilchoir.org.uk

While completing a Masters degree at the Royal Academy 
of Music, Harry Bradford was awarded the Sir Thomas 
Armstrong prize and the prestigious DipRAM award for 
an outstanding final recital. He read music at Cambridge 
University and was a choral scholar in the choir of King’s 
College under the direction of Sir Stephen Cleobury.  
He has participated in masterclasses with leading choral 
conductors, including Paul Brough (BBC Singers), Simon 
Halsey (City of Birmingham Symphony Chorus), and Neil 
Ferris (BBC Symphony Chorus). Harry is the Genesis 
Sixteen Conducting Scholar 2018–19, receiving mentoring 
from Harry Christophers CBE and Eamonn Dougan; and 
the Alec Robertson Scholar at Westminster Cathedral. 
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Concert Diary
2019-2020

Thames Philharmonic Choir is a registered charity no 274247 

The Choir thanks for their support: 
 Kingston Adult Education
 Kingston University 
 Kingston upon Thames Arts Council 
 Making Music  
 The Royal Borough of Kingston upon Thames
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WELCOME to Thames Philharmonic Choir’s 2019-20 
Concert Diary. Main concerts in December, March 
and June feature the Choir at full strength, while 
optional extras include carol services and cathedral 
residencies. 

COME AND JOIN US: Membership is by audition. 
Rehearsals are on Tuesdays at 7.30pm, starting on 
10th September 2019 alternately at Granard School, 
Westleigh Avenue, Putney SW15 6XA, and the Raleigh 
Road United Church, Raleigh Road, Richmond TW9 
2DX. New members may join at any time and full-time 
students may join free of charge. Please contact the 
Membership Secretary Sue Ready, on 07729 349713 
or at membership@thamesphilchoir.org.uk

FRIENDS OF THE CHOIR are entitled to ticket 
concessions and can be involved in Choir activities 
in return for a modest subscription. Details from 
Linda Kirby on 020 8715 6482 or at tpcfriends@
thamesphilchoir.org.uk

MAILING LIST: To join our electronic mailing list, 
please go to the subscribe box on the home page of 
our website   www.thamesphilchoir.org.uk  To receive 
information by post, please call Sandra Macniven on 
07956 584239.

SPONSORSHIP, ADVERTISING and CORPORATE 
MEMBERSHIP provide attractive opportunities for 
publicity and corporate entertainment. Information 
from Sue Mason on 07713 793193 or at sponsorship@
thamesphilchoir.org.uk

Follow us on       &        @ThamesPhilChoir

BOX OFFICE: 07522 524081 or visit the Choir’s website 

www.thamesphilchoir.org.uk 

Information is accurate at the time of going to press, 
but please check details, especially the start times of 
concerts, when booking.

Saturday 7th December 7.30 pm
All Saints’ Church, Market Place, Kingston KT1 1JP

Vivaldi                      Magnificat in G minor          
Haydn                      Missa Sancti Nicolai
Vaughan Williams   Fantasia on Christmas Carols
Carols for Choir and audience

The opening concert of the season begins with 
Vivaldi’s uplifting setting of the Magnificat in G minor 
performed in its original form, combining an exciting 
mixture of robust and harmonically exquisite choruses 
with buoyant interjections from three soloists. This is 
paired with Haydn’s setting of the mass for the feast 
of St Nicholas which was almost certainly written to 
celebrate the name-day of Haydn’s employer, Prince 
Nikolaus Esterhazy. It is a quintessential example of 
both Haydn’s understanding of form and balance, and 
his effervescent musical language.
The second half of the programme sees the Choir 
perform a variety of carols for choir and audience 
including Robert Pearsall’s beautiful arrangement 
of In Dulci Jubilo Mack Willberg’s infamously taxing 
arrangement of Ding Dong Merrily on High and 
Vaughan Williams’ stunningly evocative Fantasia on 
Christmas Carols. 

Tuesday 17th December 2019
Carol singing in aid of charity

Saturday 28th March 2020 7.30 pm
Cadogan Hall, Sloane Terrace, SW1X 9DQ

Beethoven Mass in C major
Mozart   Solemn Vespers K339

2020 marks 250 years since the birth of Beethoven. 
His Mass in C major of 1807 was commissioned by 
none other than Haydn’s former employer, Prince 
Nikolaus Esterhazy who, it is understood, was not 
too pleased with the result, probably in part due to his 
unfamiliarity with Beethoven’s slightly darker, richer 
harmonic and melodic language. Mozart’s Solemn 
Vespers of 1780 on the other hand depicts a simpler 
and characteristically vivacious emotional palette 
combining Mozartian wit and flare with sumptuous 
melodic lines, demonstrated most notably in the 
famous soprano aria Laudate Dominum.
  

Saturday 13th June 2020 7.30 pm           
All Saints’ Church, Market Place, Kingston KT1 1JP

Victoria   O Quam gloriosum est Regnum
                  Missa O Quam gloriosum
Handel     The King Shall Rejoice
                  Zadok the Priest
Poulenc   Gloria
Parry        I was Glad
Finzi         God is Gone up
Howells    Collegium Regale Te Deum

The concert features music of celebration and a variety 
of musical styles spanning over 400 years. Victoria’s 
flowing vocal polyphony is highly emotionally charged.
The motet and mass highlight his ingenuity in 
manipulating and reinventing his own counterpoint.
Handel’s triumphant Coronation Anthems were 
commissioned for the coronation of George II in1727. 
The second half pairs Poulenc’s 1961 setting of the 
Gloria with a selection of some of the greatest choral 
anthems from the 20th century including works by 
Parry, Finzi and Herbert Howells. 

Friday 31st July – Sunday 2nd August 2020
Lichfield Cathedral Summer Residency
CHORAL SERVICES

Britten’s War Requiem – Cadogan Hall Nov 2018
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