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A Christmas 
CRACKER
Vivaldi: Magnifi cat

Haydn: Missa Sancti Nicolai

Vaughan Williams:
Fantasia on Christmas Carols 

Christmas carols
for Choir and audience

Soprano: Claire Ward
Mezzo-Soprano: Bernadette Johns
Tenor: Philippe Durrant
Baritone: Hugo Herman-Wilson

Conductor: Harry Bradford
Thames Philharmonic Choir
Organist: James Orford
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The concert begins with Vivaldi’s uplifting setting of the Magnifi cat in G minor,
combining an exciting mixture of robust and harmonically exquisite choruses with 
buoyant interjections from three soloists. This is paired with Haydn’s setting of the 
mass for the feast of St Nicholas, a quintessential example of Haydn’s understanding 
of form and balance and his effervescent musical language. The second half of 
the programme sees the Choir perform a variety of carols for choir and audience, 
including Robert Pearsall’s beautiful arrangement of In Dulci Jubilo, Mack Willberg’s 
infamously taxing arrangement of Ding Dong Merrily on High and Vaughan Williams’ 
stunningly evocative Fantasia on Christmas Carols. 

Thames Philharmonic Choir is a long-established choir with an enviable reputation 
for musical excellence and the pleasure it brings to audiences. Based in SW London, 
it has a broad membership representing all age groups and gives three major 
concerts during the year in well-known London concert venues. This will be our 
fi rst performance under the baton of new Music Director Harry Bradford who has 
already established a reputation for choral conducting with Genesis Sixteen and at 
Cambridge University.

New members are welcome. Joining the Choir is a great opportunity to develop 
your voice and understanding of music, to make new friends and to experience the 
thrill of performing great choral works to a high standard. Free membership for full-
time students. For more information, contact Sue Ready 07729 349713, or email 
membership@thamesphilchoir.org.uk

Support the Choir. Support from Sponsors and Friends helps to fund performances 
with professional soloists and orchestra. Sponsorship is an effective means of 
target marketing for businesses while simultaneously supporting the arts and 
the local community. For information, contact Sue Mason on 07713 793193 or at 
sponsorship@thamesphilchoir.org.uk

For an annual subscription of £25, Friends have access to discounted concert 
tickets and advance information. Email: tpcfriends@thamesphilchoir.org.uk

For full information, and insight into the life and work of the Choir, 
follow us on www.thamesphilchoir.org.uk
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